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Why we should not accept the use of Prize Law today
Prize law has been applied for centuries to award seized enemy property to the State that
captured it. Some military manuals suggest that 'Belligerent Rights' still exist in naval warfare
and that Belligerent States are entitled to acquire enemy vessels and cargo through the
operation of Prize Law. It seems incoherent for international law to outlaw violations of the UN
Charter and then at the same time entitle States to acquire the ‘spoils of war’.

Andrew Clapham is Professor of International Law at the Geneva .
Graduate Institute. He teaches international law, human rights, and
the laws of war. His latest book is titled War (2021) and is available on
open access. He recently published on Prize Law in the International
Review of the Red Cross (2026) 473-78.

Date: 30 October 2026
Time: 6.00-7.00 pm CET

The presentation will take place online via MS Teams. Please register below. The link and
login data will be sent to those registered at the day of the event.

Registration:

Please fill in this form to register: Registration TwolLaW Lecture, 30 October 2026, 6.00-
7.00 pm., Andrew Clapham — Formular ausfillen

If you have any question, do not hesitate to contact Salma Said
(student research assistant to Prof. Andreas Kulick):
ssaid@students.uni-mainz.de



https://academic.oup.com/book/57867?__cf_chl_tk=mW6Mpwd02NdfJkp4WFRwCYscSHhXGbsHXZf3PJz_Z_o-1790262241-1.0.1.1-jxCuqx7mZvTCKzmxkhb67ZxigrSzzXZv6Sb9gJ8rRkk
https://international-review.icrc.org/articles/prize-law-unjustifiable-in-the-twenty-first-century?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiJBQTFBOUFGMTM1QUU0NDI0RDgyN0I1M0MwOUYyRDA4N0JCRTQxMjRENDE4MDNFMzY5NkYwMUYwQjk2NUU4RTUzIiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsLXJldmlldy5pY3JjLm9yZyIsImV4cCI6MTc5MDI2MjExMywiaWF0IjoxNzkwMjYyMTAzLCJpc3MiOiJ0aWVyMS03NmQ3OGZkOTVmLWo2Zm50Iiwic3ViIjoiMjJhOjEwMTI6ODg1YzpiYzo3MGVjOmFjMzplOGMxOjdjOTQiLCJkYXRhIjp7InR5cGUiOiJpc3N1ZWQiLCJyZWYiOiIyMDI2MDkyNFQxNTAxNDNaLTE3NmQ3OGZkOTVmajZmbnRoQzFHVkE5Y25nMDAwMDAwMDd6ZzAwMDAwMDAwMHozaCIsImIiOiJPVVFodDBXcW0tNjVLTlVuM0tqb1hlMVNFN3BVUjUyRE90TEljWU5LUVFnIiwiaCI6Ik9rTE9mV1phcGdOMm12c1lLYno4dFFBNWc1VnMzUGhHcmRQcEVZdmZtVEEifX0.WnVXXkvqupuxVl3wnK4Lul8zcqY7aTEqnK7AkW-N6uAG5yhhsr1aOxmVd3llPt_xHTqjJsImz50w2cLbdh-wXUXlbYHL-vEkGcdg7sO12-klWBs9HNbBaV4Dhe7idWHWMOLj2nwkc0Ems_rH_flNDYXcXWvTq2Bb84y_PRn3H3aVIzG-Mq2XMJhh-KgPE2PB282xU2RV28vcsZsa4I2HTQLEO8c2JvOl_Q_AsOaoks8wd2kuqLYSCAg98p3ILqk8j-t6x1LAqo88NYtTA_cvbcTEFOtdaooClAgK_SXEnW8FF0wCDVjXUWzpf_nddPAoE-KplNgL74GLDveysbJt-w.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://international-review.icrc.org/articles/prize-law-unjustifiable-in-the-twenty-first-century?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiJBQTFBOUFGMTM1QUU0NDI0RDgyN0I1M0MwOUYyRDA4N0JCRTQxMjRENDE4MDNFMzY5NkYwMUYwQjk2NUU4RTUzIiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsLXJldmlldy5pY3JjLm9yZyIsImV4cCI6MTc5MDI2MjExMywiaWF0IjoxNzkwMjYyMTAzLCJpc3MiOiJ0aWVyMS03NmQ3OGZkOTVmLWo2Zm50Iiwic3ViIjoiMjJhOjEwMTI6ODg1YzpiYzo3MGVjOmFjMzplOGMxOjdjOTQiLCJkYXRhIjp7InR5cGUiOiJpc3N1ZWQiLCJyZWYiOiIyMDI2MDkyNFQxNTAxNDNaLTE3NmQ3OGZkOTVmajZmbnRoQzFHVkE5Y25nMDAwMDAwMDd6ZzAwMDAwMDAwMHozaCIsImIiOiJPVVFodDBXcW0tNjVLTlVuM0tqb1hlMVNFN3BVUjUyRE90TEljWU5LUVFnIiwiaCI6Ik9rTE9mV1phcGdOMm12c1lLYno4dFFBNWc1VnMzUGhHcmRQcEVZdmZtVEEifX0.WnVXXkvqupuxVl3wnK4Lul8zcqY7aTEqnK7AkW-N6uAG5yhhsr1aOxmVd3llPt_xHTqjJsImz50w2cLbdh-wXUXlbYHL-vEkGcdg7sO12-klWBs9HNbBaV4Dhe7idWHWMOLj2nwkc0Ems_rH_flNDYXcXWvTq2Bb84y_PRn3H3aVIzG-Mq2XMJhh-KgPE2PB282xU2RV28vcsZsa4I2HTQLEO8c2JvOl_Q_AsOaoks8wd2kuqLYSCAg98p3ILqk8j-t6x1LAqo88NYtTA_cvbcTEFOtdaooClAgK_SXEnW8FF0wCDVjXUWzpf_nddPAoE-KplNgL74GLDveysbJt-w.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/snA4scgGWJ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/snA4scgGWJ
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About the Lecture Series

TwolaW is an online lecture series on the theory, history, policy and practice of the laws of
war. From Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to the Hamas’ attack on Israel and the ensuing conflict
in the Middle East, rarely in recent memory have both the ius contra bellum and the ius in bello
faced so many daunting challenges: use of force by and self-defence against non-state actors;
the participation of private military companies in hostilities; the digitization of warfare; the
protection of civilians and the environment in international, non-international and hybrid
armed conflicts; peace agreements and post-conflict claims; international criminal
responsibility before and beyond the ICC — to name but a few of them. TwolLaW invites
engaging discussions on these matters, seeking to bring into dialogue the law on the
prohibition of the use of force and international humanitarian law despite their necessary
doctrinal separation.

TwolaW provides a critical perspective on pertinent challenges of the laws of war, broadly
understood, in light of their theoretical, doctrinal, historical and political implications. Each
one-hour event features a thought-provoking presentation by a leading scholar in the first half
hour followed by a discussion in the second half hour. All events are held exclusively online
from 6-7 pm CET.



